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“God Intended it for Good”

By Jon Taylor

God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform; he
plants his footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines of never -failing skill he
treasures up his bright designs, and works his sovereign
will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much
dread are big with mercy, and shall break in blessings on
your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust him for his
grace; behind a frowning providence he hides a smiling
face. - William Cowper, 1774

Those words of the much -beleaguered English poet and
hym nwriter have come back to me many times in the past
two weeks. We have truly experienced what appeared to be
“a frowning providence” but has been revealed to be the
smiling face of a sovereign God who loves us and desires his
kingdom to be built in Manches ter much more than we do.

Before | detail the events of the past two weeks, I'll back up
and give you an update on the events of the two months
since our last update.

We were so thankful for the mission team from Covenant
PCA that spent a week in ministry with and for us in mid -
July. While we are convinced that there was a significant
amount of spiritual fruit from the week that they were here,
we haven't seen that reflected in the seats on Sunday
mornings. Having said that, we have experienced much of
the fruit as a congregation in many ways. Our own passion
for our city has been rekindled, we have seen relationships
established on which we can continue to build, our
connection to New Life Home for Women is much more
substantial, and hopefully there are 30 or so people in
South Carolina whose heart for ministry in New England is
greater than it was before.

The latter half of August and the beginning of September
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I've  been coaching Jacob’'s U6 soccer team
this Fall, a first for me since my playing days
in high school. It's been great fun, and an
opportunity to build new relationships with
families in the city.

Manchester is known for the blood of politics
running  through  her veins, and this year is no
exception. We've been glad to see visitors
from both sides of the spectrum come
through  our doors as we seek to point people
to Christ as the true answer for every need.

Our boys with Nate and Sam Steiger on our
first Sunday at the Best Western (hotels are
pretty exciting for thes e guys)

A glimpse of our new website,
haven't visited

in case you
us yet... www.redeemer nh .org

were spent in preparation for our “hard launch” on
September 18™. The term refers to our first publicly
advertised service, a goal which we had been working
toward since we moved here almost two years ago. Besides
spending time building relationships and inviting people to
the service personally, our ministry team worked very hard
preparing advertisi ng for the week of the launch and the
weeks afterward. We placed advertisements in two very
diverse newspapers, customizing them to the unchurched in
each readership. In addition, we launched our website and
sent out a full -color glossy postcard with the message:
“Have you given up on the church but not on God? Let us
show you something different.” We bulk mailed 14,000 of
these to the entre North End of Manchester the week
leading up to the launch.

The response from the advertising was really quite good,;
we had about 20 first time visitors between September 11"
and 18". This launch service was different from the other in
that there were very few “well wishers” from other churches
present with us. That is as it should be, though, because we
wanted this to be reflective of our own ministry in the city.
We were grateful to have 45 in attendance that Sunday,
with 3 families having visited as a result of the postcard

they had received. Diane  Trombley, our hospitality
coordinator,  spearheaded a fantastic spread for lunch to
which the entire church contributed. I began a sermon

series in Galatians to focus our attention
free grace that is so desperately

on the gospel of
needed in Manchester.

The weeks following the launch were, honestly, rather
discouraging. Out of the 20 or so visitors the first two
Sundays, only one continued to attend. The reality that |

always knew was true intellectually began to hit home: this
was not going to happen quickly. This church will grow one
relationship at a time, with great effort and personal
investment from our small group of missional people.

However, God showed us his faithfulness in several ways:

since the Summer several single people have begun
attending. | stated a “Foundations” small group for
prospective  members in Septe mber, and this little group

has been thrilling for me because | have seen God’'s work in
our lives as we have shared our stories and discussed the
truths of God's grace. Finally, God threw a “curveball” that
caught all of us completely by surprise and force d us to
reaffrm our dependence on his sovereignty.

As many of you heard in my “mini -update” last week, a
neighbor of the facility in which we were meeting was
dissatisfied with the music school and Catholic school who
co-own the building. He discovered that the schools did not
have the proper variance to rent their facility to a church,
and made this known to the building department in the city.
Last Tuesday we received word that the music school would
receive a “cease and desist” order for our use of the



Some of the colors

of New Hampshire...

building effective immediately. Thanks to the hundreds of
people praying for us, we were able to rent two rooms at
the Best Western Executive Court Inn on the south end of
the city.

Several things have happened that have shown us God’s
faithfulness even in this hardship and that he is working this
for good:

1) The room, including entrance, setup, size and
comfort, is actually superior to the accommodations
at the music school. There is even storage for our
equipment, and the hotel discounted our rate 30%.

2) Our little congregation, which met to pray together
the day we heard about the “eviction,” has been
galvanized around our mission. Some on the “fringe”
have become more committed as a result. One man
who had been out of the church for ten years prior to
coming to CTR, shared during our service Sunday
that he was overwhelmed with joy to be there and
felt like he had come “out of the wilderness.”

3) Several churches in the area became aware of our
situation and encouraged and prayed for us. One of
them offered us their facility for any special events
we may have in the future.

4) We've had new visitors each Sunday even after
changing our location so abruptly.

We are exploring options with the Manchester school
district, and may be able to get into a school just two blocks
away from the Music School. We are still praying for wisdom
on this. One thing is clear: while Satan surely intended this
adversity to discourage God's people and demoralize us, by
God's grace and sovereignty it will turn out for his glory and
our good. Thank you, Lord.

Prayer and Praise

x Praise God for our new Foundations study and the
exciting discussions about God’'s grace we’re having.

X I'm thankful that Rick Tenney, a man | met at the
gym and have been inviting, came a couple of weeks
ago to worshi p. He is an agnostic, but is open to
discussion about Christianity. He gave me a video
critical of Christianity — which allows me to continue
sharing Christ with him.

X Please pray for Suzanne and Denise, staff members
at the Music School who have seen our testimony
through this difficult situation. Denise is a Roman
Catholic  “seeker” who has expressed interest in
visiting.

x Pray for other unchurched people and seekers: Traci,
Chris, Denise, Dana and Judi, and Dave.

X Please pray for more musicians. Allie has done a



Our Contact Information
Home Address:

23 Tory Rd.

Manchester, NH 03104
Phone: (603)232 -1318

Churc h Office Address:

66 Prospect St.

Manchester, NH 03104

Office  Phone: (603) 622 -1881
Mobile Phone: (603)660 -1985

Meeting  Location:
Best Western Executive  Court Inn
13500 South Willow Street

Manchester, NH 03103
Jefferson Room
10:30 a.m.

Mission to North America
1700 N. Brown Road
Suite 101

Lawrenceville, GA 30043 -8143

...God has said, "Never will | leave you; never
will | forsake you." So we say with
confidence, "The Lord is my helper; 1 will not
be afraid. What can man do to me?"

(Hebrews 13:5 -6)

If you would like to be removed from this list,
simply reply to this email with “unsubscribe”
in the subject line.

great job playing piano, but would like to pass the
regular responsibility to someone else. We also are

in need of a guitar player (hey, well take a
drummer, too!).
x | was able to attend the mission conference at

Church of the Redeemer in Monroe,
supporting  churches) last weekend. I'm so thankful
for the encouragement and prayers of the faithful
people there. It also rekindled a desire for our own
church to be not just a “receiver” but a “sender.”

Family Matters

We can tell were moving closer to winter here in
Manchester. | actually saw flakes of snow on the windshield
the other morning .

NC (on e of our

by Jon

The pace around the house has been a little hectic this fall:
small groups, rehearsals and sports are makin g the weeks
fly by. I'm coaching Jacob’s soccer team this fall and have
found that a great joy. Our little team has developed a lot of
community, and we have seen some potential for ministry
with the families in it. Jacob looks forward eagerly to his
games , though unfortunately half of them have been rained
out!

Jonathan loves his school. We're very happy with his
teacher, he has improved markedly in writing and math,
and has made many new friends. It's interesting that we are
finding relationships in school, sports and the neighborhood
beginning to intersect. Jacob is now a big boy at 5 years
old, is “doing school” at home, and enjoys learning his
letters and having more free time than his brother. J

Allie is serving as a core group leader for Community Bible
Study in Mancester , and has enjoyed this new challenge . A
mom from Jacob’s soccer team is in her group . Several of
the ladies have never been part of a Bible study before, so
this is very exciting. Last week Allie was able to explain
Saul's conversion to a lady who had never heard the story.

We're looking forward to visiting our South Carolina friends
for a week at Thanksgiving to renew friendships, share what
God is doing with the church at Covenant, attend a friend’s
wedding and get a dose of warmer weather!

Support Status

We're very thankful to the Lord for how He has been
providing for our needs. Our total support goal for the four
year project is $335,000. At this point we are at about
$265,000 in pledges and gifts, around 80% of our total
goal. Our offerings are slightly ahead of our estimates for
the budget, but we are still below our target goal of
support. Please pray for the provision of the remainder of
our support. We thank God for his goodness and we thank



you for your faithful ness in giving sacrificial ly, many of you
continuing to give above and beyond what you pledged to
give . We are humbled at God's provision through you.

If you are interested in partnering with us in prayer or
financial support or know an individ ual or church that
might be, please contact us via the information in this
update . You can also call our church office at (603)622 -
1881 for a pledge card or proposal or mail a contri bution to
MNA at the address to the left. You may also give online at
Www.pcanet.org/mna
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