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Christ Lived for Me

By Jon Taylor

[Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality

with God something to be g rasped, but made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself and became obedient to death 0 even
death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest
place and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:6 -11)

Our church has been memorizing the passage above for the
past few months as we have studied the book of Philippians.
It is the most central and important part of the book, and
for good reason. Preachers often motivate people toward
godly living by all sorts of means: guilt, shame, fear of loss
of salvation, willpower, manipulation. Paul took a much
simpler and more winsome approach: he pointed out to the
Philippians that Jesus not only died for them, he lived for
them. And if he lived for them, not only should they live for
him, but they can.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is not only our entry into
salvation; it is the means of our growing in Christ. If we
ever attempt t o Aget beyond it
Christian faith.

In the midst of an ever-increasingly secular culture here in
New Hampshire, our desire is to speak into that culture a
most radical message that is absent from both the religious
and the irreligious: Grace.

CTR Happenings

It seems like an eternity since I sent out our last update. So
much has happened in the past three months!

We sighed a two year lease on a new facility at 228 Maple
Street in Manchester in early January and spent the next
three weeks tearing out walls, moving doors, painting and
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2 cleaning up mountains of sheetrock dust. Dozens of people,
at least half of our congregation, spent time working to
prepare the space for our office and worship space. James
Capp, an experienced contractor, donated many hours of
labor in skilled construction work and supervised the rest of
the crews thatcame t o help. By Godds g

s R ‘ "‘, } ‘ to move the church office and begin worship by February

8™, What a blessing! As we sit in worship we look out at a
panoramic view of the city of Manchester and are reminded
of our vision for and mission to the city. I have told the
congregation that they are welcome to stare out the window
as long as they pray every time they do. J

- 5 Moving into a new facility as we have done is time-

e i ntensi ve, and surpfrociusgd yo AW
e committed to reaching out from our new home, and began
last weekend by walking door to door in the neighborhoods
around the facility and introducing ourselves with a photo
card and some hot chocol ate (yes
here). Though we didnot see i mmedr &
first efforts, one of our groups met some Nigerian believers
who had never seen a white person in Manchester giving
out the gospel. They were thrilled and we were encouraged.

I n addition, webr e exploring t h
with a ministry to refugees and other needy families in
Manchester.

We held our first menébés retreat i
erlfiprtey ' a dear friend of CTR from South Carolina, Ross Collins,
served as the speaker/facilitator. We had a great weekend
in spite of a scare at the beginning. Ross, who had
experienced some chest pain, went to a local hospital to get
checked out and was almost admitted with a heart attack. It
= was then discovered that the machine had picked up
ey / evidence of a previous attack rather than a current one.
sy Ross was in pain but did a great job helping us learn what it
E means to live as a man of God in community. The retreat

1 gf o‘f will, we trust, signal a greater connectedness among the
— 1 men in a challenging culture.
" L .
| By Our womenb6s ministries have cont
¥

Bible studies, nights out and book discussions. The most
recent discussion was on a mainstream nonfiction book,
Black Wave. These discussions continue to bring women
from outside CTR in to encounter the gospel through the
books they read.

We are becoming more aware of our connectedness to other
PCA churches in Northern New England. We hosted the
January presbytery meeting here in Manchester, and are
now in the process of nominating elders and deacons to
serve in the presbytery and at CTR. Our goal is to become a
Aparticularo church (we are now
the end of 2009.

- Thank you again for your prayers and support on our behalf.
blé studyd As we reach this city with the gospel, it is encouraging to



know that you are standing with us.
|

Prayer and Praise

Praise God with us for our new facility, and for all
those who played a part in seeing it come to pass.

Please pray for our outreach into the community
through local agencies and directly.

Pray for a childrenb6s outrea
Spring Break, on April 29", with bowling and a movie
discussion.

Pray for our mené6és and women
connecting with each other and reaching our
neighbors with the gospel.

Please pray for seekers with whom we interact, both
through worship and in other avenues of life.

Family Matters by Allie

Hello friends. So much has happened here in Manchester
since our last newsletter. I trust this finds you and your
family healthy and enjoying spring. A few crocuses have
now emerged from under the melting snowdrifts here in
Manchester, and we have HOPEé. . h
will go away and leave spring in his place.

We are especially thankful to be in our new facility. I was at
our new location helping pick out paint colors one afternoon
in January. Our worship space is located on the third floor,
and there are panoramic windows overlooking the city on
every side. I was transfixed with the vision from the
windowsé . ever ywher e there wer e roofsh i
covered with snow. I was so overwhelmed, I could barely
see through the tear sipe uinTthoe hfairev
Jesus said. That verse was racing through my mind, as I
saw the fihar v estwhiteoroofs everywhere on all

s i d e sepresenting people, families and businesses that
need Jesus. Charlie was concerned, but I assured him
these are happy tearsé . .ears of joy from a thankful heart.

I recognize that God has allowed me as part of Church of
the Redeemer to be a tiny part of something much

b i g g e rthe. spiritual transformation of the landscape of
Manchester.

Spring is a busy time in our household with birthdays and
school projects. Jacob is working on a state presentation
project on Southis faCaiteostatep heésays. (I
think we are all a little partial t o S Cw@a@nderful friends
and memories.) Jonathan is working on a biography project
on Daniel Boone, culminating in May with him presenting as
Daniel Boone himself. (Translation: Allie is cutting out and
sewing yet another frontier costumeé . . : ) nd lboathara
both celebrate their birthdays in the next week, and Charlie
chatters non-st op about being Afree on




It really is hard to believe Charlie will be three. He is such a

j oy, and especially cuddly rigsht
and books constantly. He loves fir e a dilikg his big
brothers.  Jacob starts his baseball season soon and
Jonathan will be playing spring soccer this season.

Jonat han i s attending a communi
through a workbook cabgl ededBadeh
learning the basics of the faith and preparing to publicly join
the church later in the year.

The Friday morning wome nlilesse® totbé e
: a part of is studying Esther right now. We are thankful for a
R SRR SRRy Catholic friend named Sumee who is part of the study. She

: is from India, and has shed light on the culture during
Estherdos ti me. We are all l ear
sharing wonderful fellowship.

We think of you often, our friends and family, spread out
across the country who continue to support us in prayer,
encouragement and financially. We are reminded often that
we would not be here without t h
God for you. Have a wonderful Easter season with friends
and family celebrating the Resurrection that gives us eternal
hope.

= SesEEET.

6ur mends retreat attendees SUppOFtStatUS

(front row on right), who conducted the
retreat in severe pain but persevered
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Home Address:

23 Tory Rd.

Manchester, NH 03104

Phone: (603)232 -1318
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Manchester, NH 03103

Office Phone: (603) 622 -1881
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Mission to North America
1700 N. Brown Road

Suite 101

Lawrencevil le, GA 30043 -8143
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We are so grateful for Godds pro
you, especially during difficult economic times. Giving
financially to support our mission is a great sacrifice. Please
know that we appreciate your support and value your
partnership greatly.

Our congregational giving has been steady and increasing
this year, but we are still not yet at the point of self-
support. We continue to be amazed at how God has
provided for our needs through your faithful support. Our
iMaple Street Fundo to upfi 400Qur
or just over 50%, so if you would like to help us defray
some of the expenses of our transition we would be
grateful.

If you are interested in partnering with us in prayer or
financial support or know an individual or church that
might be, please contact us via the information in this
update. You can also call our church office at (603)622-
1881 for a pledge card or proposal or mail a contribution to
MNA at the address to the left. You may also give online at
www.pcanet.org/mna
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